CLAIMS 




ethod for saving a message including a message-sSurce signal, 
said message transmitted to a communicatrafffe^iver having a plurality of 
source files, said methodcgrnprising the step of storing said message in one 
of said plurality-of^urce files, said one of said plurality of source files 
etermified by the message source signal. 





2. The method of ^Claim 1, each of said plurality of source files having 
at least one message storage slot for storing a message, wherein the step of 
storing said message comprises the step of storing said message in an 
unoccupied one of said at least one message storage slot. 

3^Thejpethod of Claim 1 each of said plurality of sourcejil^havin'g^ at 
east one message storage slot for storing a message„wher£in the step of 
storing said message comprises thej^p^rf^fofing said message in an earliest 
occupied message storage^slotTiaving information stored therein if there are 
no unoccupiedjrvessage storage slots in said one of said plurality of source 
files^-th^feby overwriting said information. 

4. The method of^laim 3 wherein the step of storing said message 
comprises the step of storing said message in an earliest occupied 
unprotected message slot. 

5. Themgthod of Claim 1 further comprising before the step of stojj 
message, the steps of: 

designating a source signal for each of said plurality of-s6urce files; and 
allocating to each of said plurality of source JUesfapredetermined 
number of message storage slots. 



6. The method of Claim-5 wherein the step of storing said message 
further comprises storing said message in one of said plurality of source files 
having a source'identification signal substantially equivalent to said 
message-Source signal. 
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7. The method of Claim 5 wherein the step of storing said message 
comprises the step of storing said message in an unoccupied message storage 

SlOt. 

8. The method of Claim 5 wherein the step of^sforing said message 
comprises the step of storing said message in ap^arliest occupied message 
storage slot having information stored the^n if there are no unoccupied 
message storage slots in said one of sajdplurality of source files, thereby 
overwriting said message. yS 

9. The method of Clajm 5 wherein the step of storing said message 
comprises the step of storing said message in an earliest occupied 
unprotected message storage slot. 

10. Th^method of Claim 5 wherein the predetermined number of 
messag^torage slots for each of said plurality of source files is user 
selectable. 
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11. A message storage apparatus for storing information hayi] 

information source file indicator, comprising: 

memory means comprising a plurality'of source files; and 
control means for storing said'information in a one of said 

plurality of source files in respcjnse to said information source signal. 



12. The message storage apparatus of Claim 11 wherein each of said 
source file^within said memory means includes a predetermined number 
L^ef message storage slots. 



13. The message storage apparatus of ^jZflaim 11 wherein the control 
means includes a source file select means for sequentially selecting one of 
said plurality of source files in response to a priority associated with each of 
said source files. 




0 



14. The message storage appar 
predetermined number ofnrigssag 
is a user selectable-fiumber. 





erein the 
for each of said source files 



l^^Themessage storage apparatus of Claim 14 wherein successj: 
(Sfivations of a user selectable control sequentially selects one cjf-Said 
plurality of source files in the order * 

(a) selecting source files having unreal-information stored in 
message storage slots therein in the reverse order of which the unread 
information was received; 

(b) selecting source filef having information stored in message 
storage slots therein and having a predetermined priority level in the 
reverse order of which tl>einformation stored in message storage slots 
therein was receive^i^and 

(cL'Selecting the remaining source files in the reverse order of 
which the information stored within the message storage slots in the 
remainifng source files was received. 
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t6. The message storage apparatus of ^lairr^Swherein the 
predetermined priority level of each of said source files is user selectable. 
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17. A method for selecting a source file from a plurality of source fill 
within a memory comprising the step of selecting the source file in response 
to a priority associated with the source file. 

18. The method of Claim 17 wherein the selecting sten/compnses 
varying the priority of each source file in response to a snafus of a message 
within the source file. 

19. The method of Claim 18 wherein the status indicates whether the 
message has been read from the memory. 



20. The method of Claim 17/whe 
steps of: 

selecting source filei hi 
in the reverse order of which^Je j^inr< 



tin the selecting step comprises the 

ig unread information stored therein 
ad information was received; 



selecting source^ffles having information stored therein and 
having a predetermined^priority level in the reverse order of which the 

information stored therein was received; and 

/ 

selecting the remaining source files in the reverse order of which 
the information stdred within the remaining source files was received. 



21. The method of Claim 20 wherein the predetermined priority level 
of each of said source files is user selectable. 
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22 A selective call receiver comprising: 

receiving means for receiving £nd decoding selective call 
messages having message source signals^ 

a plurality of source files, eadh source file comprising at least one 
message storage slot for storing each of the selective call messages; 

display means for displaying the selective call messages; and 
control means comprising: 

storage control means for storing each of the selective call 
messages in one of said message storage slots of one of said plurality of 
source files, said one of said plurality of source files determined by the 
message source signal; and / 

source file selection means for selecting one of said 
plurality of source files for displaying the selective call messages stored 
therein by said display meai 



23. The selective call /receiver of Claim 22 wherein the number of 
message storage slots foryeach of said plurality of source files is user 
selectable. 



24. The selective yfcall receiver of Claim 22 wherein the source file 
selection means sequentially selects one of the plurality of source files in the 
order: 

(a) ^electing source files having unread messages stored 
therein in the reverse order of which the unread messages were received; 

(b) / selecting source files having messages stored therein and 
having a predetermined priority level in the reverse order of which the 
messages stored therein were received; and 

(c) / selecting the remaining source files in the reverse order 
of which the rpessages stored within the remaining source files were 
received. 



25. The selective call receiver of Claim 24 wherein the priority level of 
each of said source files is user selectable. 



